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Norfolk eounty Republicans have a b
onlous neetitg und endorse the Stute
organizntion-—T7, Dolling Bell, of I8le of
Wight, in trying to extingish his wile's
dlothes, catehes his own, and. both foially
hurned-—The nllpox eltwition in Meck
lenburg improvies; puards. removed I
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Narfollk tn Tampa, F Sult npulnst
Virghtinn-Pllot for $1.000° dismigged-—"1he
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an Troops at Pavlosf;.

|Thc QOrder! Will be 'Issted to
Take the TField Against
_the Czar's Forces.

IMDHE FIGHTING = ‘AT SEA
| e e
Détails: Come  of the Last As-
sault. of Japanese Upon
Port Arthur,

(By Asoclated Press.)
LONDON, Fel 27, —0Mleiel Russian and

Heen n sueceession of atiacks or demons
stritinng hy the Tnpanese at Port Arthur,
probably  undertiken with the intention
of covering or preparing for o Japancse'
landing elsewhere and possibly with the
Hope of Inflleting further damage on  the
Rueslin: warships and incrensing. the de-
moralfzation | of  the Russtan forces. | It
would scem appzrent thut Hille damage
wih Infiieted npoalther: &lde, althouszh the
dispatehes  leave the  éxact wituation sl
Bart. Arthur In some obscurity.

The reported  landing  of Japanese ot
Posalet Bay, nenr Viadivostodi, hns not
yet been o
i e

idered, nol improhablp.
earvespondent . of o Lh

ehiad

h. i int interesting
. in's mil operptions.
iy tht Port Dalny is belng ev
ated by the Dussians, who hoast  that

they have mined the breakwater, wharyes

and - railroad  gldings  there in order o
prevent (the  Jupun from malking use |
of  these facllitie Thls eorrcspondent |

ang hmve anly sup-

ropeats that the RHi
at Parg Arthur, and

|'plics for five montl

the correspondent conclides. will be the
army and novy headguarters during the
WIT,

This earrespondent has rocently beon
i1, Na 2% and is probably well inform-
Ued, In nny event, it s taken for grantsd

"inLondon  that Admirdl Togo's reteit
| operations  hiwve peen devoled e facil-
debarkatlon on Lhe Lo

tnto Japance
Tung Gulf or elsewhere.

sTussion @nd Jopaness scouts sighued
cneh other: Thursdiay morning al Suk-
gehen, twenty-five mlles norih o Plug
Vang, Koren, hut diil not come in con-
tact,? eables the Foklo correspondent of
the Times.

“Phe Russlans. ars not moving soulh-
wird ot the Tumen Hiver, whero the
rends are extremely bad,

wPhe  chinges in | the Koreun Cabl-
not Gve brought Into power the puctls
enns of the Unlted States and Japan.

spussinn  soitiprs | hove solved Lthe
premizses of on Amerlean Mining  Ciim-
piny, ot Unsan (nhout 150 miles north of
Ping Yang),''

WILL JGiN JAPS.
Korean Troops Will be Ordered
to foin the Japanesc
Forees,

(By Associnted Pross.)

SECUL, 1eb, f6.—=The Korenn poverns
ment has declded to order the Korean
troopa to joln Lhe Japanpese in the vleld,

The port of Wiju was opened to forelgn

other dispalches show lhat  there h“'i
i

onfirmed. Thig mgvement, how-
- kagdeay,

& i large number ol Japanese trions-
porte have eturnad to Nagasakl, where |
b they @re busily iged  in nbarking

more troops to be taken to the vieiniry |

of  DPort Ix Over forty fransports |
have left N ki sinee ey 10th,
and o still Jarger emburks been
woeceding from  Ujlna, oo

on the Inland sea.  Ulina L

SOFT COAL
QUTLET T0
THE OGEAN

Gigantic Railroad Lineis
Proposed,

CHARTER GRANTED
AND WORK IS BEGUN

Tidewater Railway Co. Proposc
to Practically Parallel Nor-
folk and Western.

it

ENGINEERS ARE NOW.
LAYING 0UT ROUTE

o Tap Coal TFields at New
River, in Giles County,  and
Tun Through Southern Tier

of Counties ' to Norfolk,
Company Said to Have
Ample Capital.

With the chartering by Lhe Btate Cor-

the sotting to work at once of ong hun-
Ared and (fty men’ laying out the pro-
posed new line from New River to Nor-
1 folk, comes 'the prospeet of early and
| #harp competition Infthe moving of =oft
{eonl from West! Virginia - and’ Southwest
Virgininto deep water

The new company is capllalized nt
from $50,000 to $100,000 to be divided into
shnres of $100 each, though \this s gadd
14 he but i bagatello compared with the
enormnus capltal behind ithe scheme,  All
| the officers and directors for the first
;_\'r-.-ar are Staunton’ men  and the home
office 1s {0 be inthe Valley City.

! The Route Proposed.

| mhe Jimi wpon which. one hundred and
| fifty. englneers are alrendy atwaorle: will
| practicaily. | parallel’ the  Norfolk and
| Western. Rallroad] | Btarting ‘at:a  point
Hive New River.croages Lhe bound-
nry Lotween - Virginin  and - West
Virgints, tn Clles county, the road will
run through the eounties of Glles, Mont-
! gomery, Roanoke counly and elty, rani-
lin, Bedford, Campbell, Pittsylvania, Haul-

{fnx, Charlotte, FPrince IEdward, Lunen-
burg, Mottoway, DBrunswick, Dinwiddire,
(irecnesviile, Leh Southampton, Isle
of  Wight, N mond and  Neorfoll, the
| enstern terml to be on deep waler at
i point In Norfolkk county In ‘or near

Norfolk  eity.

'he charier I& a perpetual one and' the
pstlmated lengtlh of the new road is 3306
miles,

The charter provides that the directors
| 'may elect two or more Of their number
w8 an executive committee, 1o have full
charge of the affalrs of the rood, subject,
of course, to confirmation,

Wanted a Good Start.

Tho charter Ig a very brief document,
and scts out only the bore facts required
by Jaw, This coupled swith the fuet that
the muaximum capital ‘stock was  fixed
at such o low figure, and that the mat-
ter. so far bas boen managed with such
marked secrecy, would seem to indicate
that those bLehlnd the schemo desired to
get theoir work well under way belore
opposition was exelted.
| Ko one here seems in o position Lo eny
!much concerning the  detalls of  Lhe
scheme, but the officers and: directors
are not only prominent men, but are ree-
ngnized as among thaot glass whose Keen
business judgment would impel them 0
press Lo o successful lssue all upderiak-
Ings tn which they hecome Interesied,

1t is, therefore,: believed that in 'a
short time the enpltal stock ol the com-
pany will, be greatly enlarged, nnd thot
the bullding of the road will Le pushed
with all | possible vigor,

Sharp Competition.

1t the read ls te) be actually’ built, ns
now sesms lkely, [t will ouen up tho
shitrpest kind of competltion In the mnt-
ter of bringing the soft coal from the
great Southwest to deep witer for mar-
ket,  Tapping the great solt conl [ields
on New Iiver, It will bhe direct lina
to, Morfolk, amnd o will, af, course, bea
strong bldder for othee [relght, as well
us passenger traffle plong ‘the way,

At prosent the Chesapenke and Chilo
and the Norfolk apnd Western have the
soft conl traffie from Southwest Virginla

poration’ Commisslon  severay days ago |
of the Tidewater Rallway Company and |

of ‘Main’a

i

nd Clinton Streets, One of the' Principal Busi-
" ness’ Centers of Rocliester.
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ST

One of the Largest and Finest Structures in F
Was' Completely Gutted b
.' &

Mayor and K ;
Aldermen \-Vb__u_l__ __Ha\_'c Lost
Two Yénll_-s Tacli.

OVERED

Passed: Bill
ended to

FATAL ERROR 'BISC

Last Legislntu":j'e 2t

An interesting il hias beeniofifered in
the Senate and ordercd lo 18 ongross-
mant, haying for its object the correction
of au error in the statutes possed at the
last extra’ session, which error. would
hrve et short the terms ofl eleven of
the  present members of " tho  Rlchmond
Board of Aldermen and fixed the terms
ot (hose to be chosen in the future ot
two Years Instead of four,

The mombers of the Hoard who hove

two more years (o rve, when  thelr
rights 11l have been restared by the
tory bill, but w except gor the

ory of il error durlige the prescnt

woulid have to surrender on the

luwa:
AMossrs, WL 1L Adams, of ‘Jefferson;
g, M, Cottrell, of Clay; I, H, Donaloe,

of Jackson: W, J. Gilman, of Lee) Marx

YWilliam M, Turpin, of Jeflerson.,
Old Law Followed,

The act into which this muehi-discussed
ehow erept. ls to. he found on
s B0S nnd G669 of the Acts of 1802, Jhee
1044, the chapter belng 404, The mea-

Pi
il

In both houses, and applicd only Lo this
olty, It was deslened o flx tho clection
‘diys for choosing the Muyor nnd mem-
bers of Lho two branches of tho Council,
and the old law was [ollowed 04 to the
term of Mayor, which, up to the golng
into effect of (he new Constitution, w

twoa o years, and In same Wiy the two
term fealurg waos Ikewlso applled to the
loard.,

The extracts from the oot which hear
upan the subjects wifected v a8 follows!
Wb Miayor . mid members of the
Toird of Aldermen and of the Coni-
| jpen Councll of the ity of Riehmond
shall bo eleeted on the sgeond Tucs-
Ay In June preceding the explrntion
of thelp terms of offlecs of thelr pre-
terms of oftlee

decessors, amd their
ahall begln on Lhe fiest day of Seps
tember auecesding. * * % *

term of the Muayer and tho

| “Tho

st (ay of next September, are as fol- |

|
|
il Appealed.
|
|

aure wus offered by Richmond members |

(By Assocluted Presa.)

\V;\E!‘_El’lNl’."r"ON. D. ¢, Feb. 20.-=The
Navy Department to-day received woca-
blegram from Commauntder n_iurshui_L of
{tne Vicksburs, at Chemulpo, saying that
Me was among-the  tirst to ioffer-assist-
anco 1o the Fussian sallors aboard the
Varlag and forlotz. The following bul-
letln was posted at' the Navy Depart-

mert:
SAfdispateh from Ccommander Marshall
pommanding the Unlied Htites ship Vicks-
‘burg, states (that he scnt maedicai‘nid,
as well 08 bouls, Lo theassistanes of the
Varlng." i

ouching: the Tussiing complaint’ that

WAS NOT OUR DUTY
TO ENFORCE NEUTR

CaptainMarshall did- not join with the
othey | roreign’ - captalns in prntrﬁtmg
agalnst the 'Japonesa attocle upon 1_.hn
Varlng nnd the Korlelz In o reutral
harbor, It 18 declatedint; tho Navy De-
partment. that the oMcer certainly would
not be upheld by hisl ﬁepnrh-neut,'in mer-
dllng 11 such’ ps mottecy 1t 18 tha: tirst
time ihat either tho Navy or State De-
partments ever has been: aseriously asked
to  oblige. a forelgn [ power to. observe
fiatrality,  and 14 polntedly  stated
that It sns Russaln's:business o lookito

Korea for redress (£ thatisountry hid not
maintained the neutrality of 1ts poswyors.

INDIGTED

{This the Verdict Announced  in
Postoffice Congpiracy
Trial.

DEFENDANTS ARE APPALLED

They Had Expected an Acquit-
tal—The Case Will be

Gunst, nf Monros; John I3 Minor, of Leo;
J. L. satterfleld, of Marshall; Mr. Fill
Seay, of Clay; Louls Washer, of Mar-
shall; W. 1. Zimmermann, of Madisong {By-Assoclniod Tiress.)

i WASHINGTON, D. C., Teb, 2~
as-indleted,” wis the verdlet announced
‘|i5’ Carl Peterson,  the foreman of the
jury In the nuw famous postolfles oon-
aplracy trinl, shovrily after 8§ o'clock to-
| night, statimg at the spme time thitt this
wits the verdict as to all four defendanis—
Auguslt W Machen, lato gendenl super-
! Intendent of the rural free delivory di-
vision; Geprge 13, Loreng, of Toledo, Ohio,
and Samuel A and Diller B Groff, of
this elty. Tha jury had been out nplne
hours, although the verdict was repchud
| in elght hours and twenty-five minuios,
| Inothe dimly lighted room gat the four
defendants, who, alter the ense was glven
tp the jury, had been pliced In the cus-
| tody of tho Unlted Stiles marshal and
confined to the limita of the Olty all
With Impressive dignity the jury, ws n
man, rose, and n= the words “gullty as
fidleted" fell fromm his lps, the defend-
| ants and their counsel scemed appalled,
| Tha- defondants had) given exprossion to
| the bellef thit hour the fury spent
In discussing the 30 brought them neir-
er to acqulitthl, There wns very peneral

(Cn‘nntvin_u_eri on’ Becound FPage)

(Continued ' on Third Pili;c.s

(Continued on Third Page.)
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THERON H. BROWN.
IS UNDER ARREST

Missing Insurance Man Ilas Been
Apprehended in Chicago—-To
he Brought Dack,
Major Howard yeslorday recelved -
formation that Pheron 1L Drown,
murly connected with the Life Insuratice
Comprny wt \’.l‘ﬁluh_l_ i owhoo diznpe
penred from this o by aboulb three montis
upn, had beei apprehended 1n: Chicago,
Tie will ‘be hiought buck to this city

on tho chirge of cmbezgsling $15,000  from
fant his been sworn

Ui compuny. A wi
out uguinst  him, and It Js lkely that
Pletaotve  Wren wil go 1o Chi-pgo 1o

Cbrlug him bacl,
Tirown is @ well enown man, wid lig
alwiys  horne i gowml . reputntion, Iis
pogltlon with Lh cOMpRNY WiH o Tespon.
alble one,  Shortly glter is dlsappedys
anen s accounts wors leoked nto; and
Uit wal found thal thure wore frregulan]-
tlen agmresaling a large sum, When he
6Tt he stated that he wos golog Lo Now
vork to spend Thonksglyhig iy with
relatles, He' | wae not seen ngaln

The faect that the Warrant was sworn
out Indicates that he will be prosecuted,

lars |

FATHER AND SON
ARE BOTH KILLE

Mother and Another Child Per-
haps Fatally Injured
by Lrain,

‘ (By aAsspclnted  Press,)

MARIELTA, GA, Feb, 20—J, W, Turn-
Cor npd his flve year-olg son were Killod,

Mre. Murper and po throe-yearsold. son
Uwore badly brulged and Mres, Turners tonl
|\\'1|s erushed by o tealn on the Atlinta,
Knoxvile angd Northern Rallroad  here
to-nlght, apd & year-old baby recelved
glight brulses,

e, Trurner and his famlly had: Just
como from thelr home at Hoelly Bprings,
G, to visit relutlves, and were witlkiing
along the rallroad Lrack, taling o sherl
cut to thelp destipation: Heelng . frelght
train approuching they stepnod one side
Loy ayold it and wers struck by tho traln
on which they had just eome in, which
was baeking out of the yard.

Mre. Turner aud hepr son alre gerlously
Injuyed, end may dje.

e T T T T

»

HUSBAND AND
WIFE BURNED

T, Bolling Bell Loses His  Life
Trying to Save ‘That of
Mrs, Dell,

{Bpeeia] to The Times-Dispatch,)
NEWPORT NEWS, VAL Fob, 25, —News
hng - just beey reqe'ved here of i tragle

1 e
nifnli In Isle of Wisht eounty,  peur
Perguson's  Wharf,  Lusl nlght a8 Mr,

wid Alrs, T, Bolllng Bell wore preparing
to rellve, the lady attempted to blow
gut the lomp, when It exploded, envelops

woman's body In

unfoptunsie
Alpr, Bell selzed the hed covering

and attempted to smother the blazo by

Ing the
{lamis,

o clerigded e

caught flre, and hoth we
fore assletanes roichert hem. Dotly wero
frightfully burned. Mrs Bell dled ln &
few hours and her hushand passed away
{hls morning. They are suryived by two
yions and twoe' daughters,

wrapplng 1t nround her, T1s elothing alsu

(Cmu!nnn.ﬂ on "Thlrd "Page.

BUTTIV

Suggests That Congress Should
Adjourn by First Day
' of May.

MUST NOT LAG ANY LONGER

Mr. Roosevelt Wants Legislators
to Talk Less and Do
More Acting.

(From Our Itegular Correspondent.)

WASHINGTON, D, C, Foeh 1
President has declded that Congress must
not g In the disposition of publle busl-
ness, and thap to this end’ all needed leg-
islation must be oub of the way and In
hiw hand for approval befors dMay 1st,
ut which dote he suggests thal Congress
should ddjourn;

Pds lg practically an opder from “heml-
quarters’ that' the leaders of the leglsto-
tive halls mugt b up o and dolug, and
must expeud léss timoe and effort In wind
Jumming and devote mare of thelr atten-
Linn to publie affairs.

The Instructions will no doubl strike
nooresponslve  chord In the  legislotive
breast, for somo of the Inw-makers are
nlrewdy. chafing in view of the prospoect

L, —

of o long #e 1. whila others whosa po-
Htleal fenc al home renuire  looking
after nve ! extremely anxlouns Lo bring

matters to o close a8 soop as iU I8 possl-
BLile to o g0,

Congress usually  requires o
hurry ordep n it pomes o quitting
worle, and I, therefore, goes without say-
Ing {hat no, ong will serlously question
tha President's suggeations or find faull
with his “Luttin' in,'

NORFOLK AID TO .
PORTSMOUTH FIRE

Seaboard

Warchouse  and
Offices Threatened-—1ire-

man Hurt,

Bi

3
]

B

(8peclal to The Times-Dispateh.)
PORTSMOUTH, VA, el 26--0, and
E. Muhoney's gronl whis dapot and
the  Beitbowrd  Ale Ldne genernl offices
were endangered to-night by i lire whivh

thregtensd (o destroy Portamouth's
wlolesale distriet,
The Bastwood  hlock, pecuvied by

Mooney's pestaurant, wos burned, Invely-
ing w losa of $10.000,
e Norfollk Flee Department sent ald,
and Flreman Hroughton wis injured hy
o palling roof,
TRt

BRIDE OF A FEW DAYS
' HAS THE SMALLPOX

CHARLOTTY, N, O, Fel. 28.—Mlrs,

animoend, a b ol only o few Vi,
and thi wile of Superlor Court” Clerk
Hammuond, of Rardolph eounty, has

mild cuse of varfoleid, or smallpox, Hev
brother at Lauriburg recently had small-
ox.  She has  twice  been vacckuled,
\and o fears are gntiartained,

| Bulldings iy the

SHED BURNS AT
THE SHIPYARD

Loss Amounts to Fifteen Thoy-
sund—Will Not Interfere
With the Work.

{Bpoelal ta Tho Times-Dispateh.)
NEWIPORT NEWS, VA, Peb, -—-Tho
nt the ship-yard, one of
the  oldest

-lran shegd
VYow [framg and one of
plint, was destroyed’ thiy
abput 7 o'clogk,  The blaze it
Leavens fov o miles around, and
(hore wig intense excltement (hiroughgut
the eity, muny persons  maglning  that
the immense plapt was threatened,

The binzo soon was undey contral, ''he

uvening

up o the

loes will amount to ffteen thousand dol- |

ars) Instrance, five thongandd

It 15 sl (hat tha blpge orlginated from
an hwproperly hanked fire, About two
hundred and fifty men are employed In
the shop, which will he pebulll at ones.
The (e will not  dnteriers
swith work av the yard,

|| THE GRANITE BUILDING,

1
i

| puilding next to the Eghals Opera Hotge

materigily | era)
A atroysdy

; ; Qéh&tﬂf-
y Yesterday's'Fire. |
I e

a

R

Retail Dry Goods District of th

Gty Now  Lics

1S THREE MILLION

THE LOSS

(By Associnted Press)
ROCHESTER, N. Y., Fab,
set  to-night' ‘with  tens eng
atroams: ot wil i
was! prictically 't
trict ot thia ait .
departmant’ atares | wers
day's’ dlsastrots tive, on:
Bibloy, -
Dy tpRithe Inrgont eqtablisht
leind i the' elty, and: the olde
iInsurance men! place the!
000,00, Of Lhis amount $760,000 represent
tho' loss on bulldings, and tho remainde
the losy on stocks of goods nnd lu._o_c:_-:_n
pinits of offices, | It J4 ESt!m:.‘l:tC(l'tl_u'llt
2600 people are thrown oyt of ‘work, tem :
porurily, at least, because of tho fire.
Burned District.

ik

Ao northo.

The burned district les on
aldy of Malin Streef, hetween Bt Paul:]
| Btrect and Clinton Avenue, norib, rue-

ning from St Paul Street almost thet
entire length of the DLloecks The  fire
atarted in the store of* the Rochester:
Dry. Gaoods  Company, and'worlked 'west, |
taking hut one store east of this estab-
lshment—that | of ' the' \Walkever, ' Sho
Compary—helove ls progress was chack
ed I that Qirectign. Next west | was
tha store of the Beadle-Sherbourne Com<
pany,  whieh was. destroyed; then | the
marble  block oceupled by th it
Lindsay nad  Curr  Company,
stroyed,. and finally  the therieen-story
Granlte Bulldheg; the  Jower - port o of
whlch ‘niso wis gopupled by the Sibley,
Lindsay and - CQure’ | Company, nndithe o
upper part. by Coffices:  Only ' the  frong
witll of the Marble Bullding {8 standing
to-nlght. The shell of the Granite Build= 0
g §5 Intact, and the floors are I place,:
but the  bullding was gutted, |5 050 00

Sibley,  Lindsay  and, Cuee Co
slx-story’ wholesale | hullding, " together
with the. stables Ino the reir, wod de-
atvoyed, with all Its valuably contentsy
this loss being ploced ut $1L450.000.

Thera. was o livery. Stabie woul some |
frime dwellings ony Division  Street, )’
narrow  thoroughtare, runiing e’ the
rodt o ol el burned ' Stores,  and these
wore  damagod by water ando 0 falling
walls, :

mpAnYIAL

No Casualties,

Thers were po easualties, apd no ona
wits injured, except’ Assistant  Chlef
Prank A, Jaynes, who was straek by o
flvivg nozzlo and recelved some brulses.

The power on the (eolley Tie punning
nlong Maln Etreet was cut off to' avall
dunger from  electrielty; and no cars
hnve run through the hiock where the
flre ocourred all day. Al other trofele’
has also been stopped, and probably will o
not po. pesumod until’ Monday. f

Follawirg 14w table of the losses: S

Granlte Bullding, $3K,000; Marbla Bulids:
{rig, 4700007 Duell estate $20,000; Corpwell
bublding, $00,000; 18ivley bullding,  $35.0008
Wholkover Shoe Company, $HO0L00; Sibley,
Lindsay and Curr Company, S250,000.
Thu loss on stock wis as follows:
Ibloy,  Lindsay . ord’ Curr Company,
rotall, §430,000; wholesale, $1,260000; ten=
anty ln Granlte Bullding, $200,000 ) Headlp
and  Hherbourne Company,  FB50,000: Hos
chester Dry Goods Company,  $100,000,
Thi smatlor logses (oot up S0,
Thy flre was discovered hy the night
walgliman In the employ of the Rochestep ©
Dry CGoods Company. Tt woa first seen ot
A otclock and the wittehman snys {t
atapted fromoo fuee, which blew aut In
Lhe electrlp elevator connootlon, Almost
dimultincously an exploslon geeurred in o
the bugement of Peadle and Sherburpe’s.
next door. Smoke and o flames  poured
thraugh the elevator grating (n the sides
walle ind In Ingrediily . short " thine
the bulldings were a8 inass of flames,

BIG FIRE IN DECATUR
DOES DAMAGE OF $70,000
(By  Assgcinted Presy.) i

DECATUR, ALA,, Feb 20.-—Fire whiel
broke ‘out. in large twa-story  frama

i

hlock early to-day, caused & loss. of
F70,000;  partlally coversd by Insurance.
A defectiva. flue piused the [irds Bayve
stores ol rosldénces Weld., des




